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Scout Green echoes to an ‘A4’

Sir Nigel Gresley has smashed the

at full chat as No. 60

11 March ‘Cumbrian Mountaineer’

PO R tall

007 gets stuck into the cIme to Shap. 'Phil Waterfiel

and ‘8P’ Duke of Gloucester a tilt at

hauling the Saphos set between the

northern England’s famous West

Euston and Crewe.

southbound record on Shap - as “an unexpected and remarkable

covering the nearly 32 miles from

Carlisle to the famous summit

27 seconds faster than any other

preservation-era run has achieved.
Writing in TRACKSIDE, Sir Nigel

Gresley Locomotive Trust Chairman

Nigel Wilson has described

No. 60007’s performance on the

achievement”.
Operated by Locomotive Services
Ltd, the trip’s pairing of the ‘A4’

Coast Main Line hills.

This had followed what had been
a spectacular northbound leg, when

Now imminent is a trip with
BR ‘7MT’ Britannia (8 April) as
Saphos continues its ‘Cumbrian

with nine coaches was part of a

series of Crewe to Carlisle Saphos
Trains runs over Grayrigg and Shap.
Dubbed the new ‘Shap Trials’, these
have already given ‘A2’ Blue Peter

the Doncaster ‘Pacific’ breasted
Shap summit at over 51mph.

It was also part of an epic wider
day out that had already included
‘Deltic’ No. D9ooo Royal Scots Grey

Mountaineer’ series, and a tour
with rebuilt ‘West Country’
Braunton is also planned for
September.

@ For more, see pages 22-25.

HRA to work with tourism colleagues over rising fuel costs

The Heritage Railway Association says it will work
with tourism sector colleagues to ensure that

any government help with rising energy costs
“explicitly includes heritage rail”.

Oil prices have been particularly affected
since the launch of US-Israeli attacks on Iran on
28 February, with the price of crude oil rising to
over $100 a barrel. This is not, however, as high
as during 2022, following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine ($130.50 on 3 March 2022).

“We know that in the wider tourism sector 90%
of organisations are concerned about the impact
of the war,” said HRA Chief Executive Steve
Oates.

The HRA is a member of Tourism Alliance,
which in March ran a member poll on the effects
of the Iran crisis on the UK visitor economy. Of

6 TRACKSIDE

the 78 responses, 71% of respondents were ‘very’
or ‘somewhat’ concerned about the impact of
the crisis and 54% had already seen measurable
impact on their business.

Mr Oates told TRACKSIDE: “While it’s hard
to see how a heritage rail-specific intervention
from governments in the UK would be feasible in
the current circumstances, we’ll be coordinating
efforts with colleagues in the larger heritage,
hospitality and tourism sectors to ensure that any
support forthcoming explicitly includes heritage
rail.

“The most important thing that heritage
railway boards, trustees and managers can do is to
remain flexible and willing to adapt... .”

Arise in energy both affects the direct costs of
buying fuel (in particular diesel) for locomotives

and the disposable incomes of potential visitors.
“Increased motoring costs are likely to have a

direct impact on domestic visitors — successful

marketing and ticketing strategies look likely to

be even more important this year,” Mr Oates said.
® Conversion of GWR 2-6-2T No. 9 Prince

of Wales to oil-firing will go ahead, the Vale of

Rheidol Railway has told TRACKSIDE, although

rising prices meaning that a return trip over

the nearly 12-mile line is likely to cost £300

in fuel. This compares with around £125 for

coal, and an expected £160 for oil in early 2025.

However, Managing Director LIjr ap Iolo said

that conversion of the 1923-built locomotive’s

firing system in either direction will be achievable

“within a week”, giving “flexibility and choice, to

make fuel-cost and weather-based decisions.”



Shap record smashe

Nigel Wilson, Chairman of Sir Nigel Gresley’s owning group, has
waited a long time for || March and the ‘A4’s’ date with Shap.
Even he couldn’t have expected what was to happen...

became involved in the Sir Nigel Gresley
Locomotive Trust about 24 years ago and, as
someone who enjoys recording the performance
of steam traction, I've waited all that time for
11 March 2026. | was not disappointed!
Whatever the merit or demerits of the use
of diesels with steam tours, there is something
different about a train in the sole charge of a
steam locomotive. On such occasions you know
that every horsepower expended and every mile
per hour achieved is the work of the fireman,
driver and their charge. When that knowledge is
combined with a glorious dash over challenging
gradients the result warms anybody’s soul.
Before going further, | would like to pay
tribute to all those who have been involved in
keeping Sir Nigel Gresley not only operational
but in the superb-condition the ‘A4"is in today.
In particular the 201552022 overhaul team
and even more specifically Chief Mechanical

Engineer Richard Swales and Locomotive
Engineer Darrin Crone.

Leading up to the Saphos Trains ‘Cumbrian
Mountaineer’ from Crewe to Carlisle and back,
| was well aware of the challenges of climbing
Grayrigg and Shap northbound and hoped
No. 60007 would do well, particularly on
Grayrigg where a strong tail-wind was forecast.
The results certainly met my expectations, the
highlight for me being sustaining 51.5mph on the
1-in-75 of Shap for 0.75 miles. The overall time
was very good, comfortably ahead of the recent
runs by ‘A2’ No. 60532 Blue Peter and ‘8P’

No. 71000 Duke of Gloucester.

To top it all, we even posted an ‘even-time’
run (a start-to-stop average of over a mile-a-
minute). Achieving even-time has never been
easy but there used to be in the order of five to
15 such runs per year. However, in recent years,
certainly following COVID, they have become

rare indeed. So, to average 62.2mph start to
stop, including the climbs of Shap and Grayrigg,
was exceptional.

If the day had ended at Carlisle | would have
been very satisfied, but there was more to come...

Southbound surprise

| did not have particular expectations for the
southbound run as we would be running into

a I15mph headwind and Blue Peter had made a
good run on |3 February, which | did not really
expect to better.

We started well from Carlisle and continued to
accelerate — another Imph or 2mph every time
my stopwatch clicked. However, when | checked
the passing time at Penrith (2Imin 43sec) | noticed
that not only were we ahead of No. 60532’s
time from the previous month (22min 59sec) —
but only. the record time of 2Imin |0sec set by
Blue Peterin 1999 was faster. >




d... by ‘Streak’!

CREW! ARLIS N T OF CLIMB OVER GRA'

IGG AND SHAP

Actual
-- m --

84.99 MPI3 27 | 3117 71.8 642 | 12 37

8549 | 3 40 MPI35 27 | 57.04 68 696 643 | 12 33 3
8599 | 14 MP14 28 | 2403 | 66 | 667 643 | 12| 33 | 30
8649 | 14 | 40 MPI45 28 | 5125 | 665 | 66.l 644 | 12| 33 | 57

8724 | I5 | 20 | MPI525 (Bay Horse) | 29 | 3220 | 66 | 659 644 | 12 | 34 | 38
8749 | 15 | 40 MPI5.5 29 | 4611 | 655 | 647 644 | 12| 34 | 52
8799 | 16 MPI6 30 | 1399 | 655 | 646 644 | 12| 35 | 20

8874 | 16 | 60 MPI65 30 | 5597 | 67 | 643 644 | 12| 36 | 2
8899 | 17 MPI17 31 | 838 | 6/ | 725 645 | 12| 36 | 14
8949 | 17 | 40 MPI75 31 | 3582 | 65 | 656 645 | 12| 36 | %2

8999 | 18 MPI8 32| 322 | 64 | 657 645 | 12|37 | 9

9049 | 18 | 40 MPI85 2| 3221 | 62 | 62l 645 | 12 | 37 | 38
9113 | 19 | 11 Oxenholme 33 | 809 | 63 | 640 644 | 12| 38 | 14

9149 | 19 | 40 MP19.5

9199 | 20 MP20 33 | 59.10 | 605 | 609 644 | 12| 39 | 5
9249 | 20 | 40 MP20.5 34 | 2828 | 60 | 617 643 | 12| 39 | 34

9299 | 21 MP21 34 | 5827 | 60 | 600 643 | 12| 40 | 4
9349 | 21 | 40 MP215 35 | 2803 | 59 | 605 642 | 12| 40 | 34

9399 | 22 MP22 35 | 59.17 | 585 | 578 64.1 2| 41 | 5
9449 | 22 | 40 MP22.5 36 | 3003 | 575 | 583 640 | 12| 41 | 36

9499 | 23 | 00 MP23 37 | 1.I0 | 575 | 579 639 | 12| 42 | 7
9549 | 23 | 40 MP235 37 | 3230 | 58 | 577 639 | 12| 42 | 38
Job well done. Fireman Jack Gresty, 96.24 24 | 20 Lambrigg Ground Frame 38 | 1599 57 61.8 638 12 | 43 | 22
9699 | 25 MP25 39 | 621 | 545 | 538 636 | 12| 44 | 12

who was on the shovel for the Shap 9724 | 25 | 20 MP25.25 39 | 2327 | 54 | 528 635 | 12 | 44 | 29
record run, on No. 60007 at York in 9749 | 25 | 40 MP25.5 39 | 40.18 | 54 | 532 634 | 12 | 44 | 46
December 2025. Chris Ainscough 9774 | 25 | 60 MP25.75 39 | 5592 | 54 | 572 | 634 | 12|45 2
9799 | 26 MP26 (Grayrigg) 40 | 1305 | 545 | 525 633 | 12| 45 | 19
9899 | 27 | 00 MP27 41 | 1399 | 64 | 591 632 | 12| 46 | 20

9974 | 27 | €0 MP27.75 (Low Gill) 41 | 5591 | 64 | 644 632 | 12| 47 | 2
¢ Thus a further page in the 9999 | 28 [ 00 MP28 421056 | 65 | 6l4 | 632 | 12|47 [ 17
10049 | 28 | 40 MP285 42 | 3733 | 665 | 672 633 | 12 | 47 | 43

long hIStOI'y of outstandlng : 10099 | 29 MP29 43509 | 69 | 648 | 633 | 12| 48 | Il
, 10149 | 29 | 40 MP29.5 43 | 3075 | 715 | 701 634 | 12| 48 | 37

performances by the 10199 | 30 MP30 43 | 5629 | 725 | 705 634 | 12| 49 | 2
10249 | 30 | 40 MP305 44 | 2009 | 735 | 756 635 | 12| 49 | 26

10299 | 31 MP31 44 | 4460 | 745* | 734 636 | 12 | 49 | 5l

10349 | 31 | 40 MP315 45 | 865 | 74 | 748 637 | 12| so | I5
10399 | 32 MP32 45 [ 3375 | 715 | 717 638 | 12| so | 40
10421 | 32 | I8 Tebay North 45 | 4559 | 71 684 638 | 12| so | 52

10449 | 32 | 40 MP32.5 45 | 5936 | 705 | 719 639 | 12|51 | 5

10474 | 32 | 60 MP32.75 46 | 1230 | 705 | 696 639 | 12| 51 | I8

10499 | 33 | 00 MP33 46 | 2490 | 70 | 714 639 | 12| 51 | 31
10524 | 33 | 20 MP33.25 46 | 3791 | 68 | 692 639 | 12| 51 | 44

10549 | 33 | 40 MP335 46 | 5233 | 655 | 624 639 | 12| 51 | 58
10574 | 33 | 60 MP33.75 47 | 588 | 645 | 664 640 | 12| 52 | I2

10599 | 34 MP34 47 [ 1909 | 63 | 68l 640 | 12| 52 | 25
10624 | 34 | 20 MP34.25 47 | 3373 | 6l 615 640 | 12 | 52 | 40
10649 | 34 | 40 MP345 47 | 4813 | 60 | 625 640 | 12 | 52 | 54

10674 | 34 | 60 MP34.75 48 | 315 | 58 | 599 639 | 12| 53] 9

10699 | 35 MP35 48 | 1906 | 57 | 566 639 | 12| 53 | 25

10724 | 35 | 20 MP35.25 48 | 3492 | 55 | 567 639 | 12| 53 | 4l

10749 | 35 | 40 MP35.5 48 | 5151 | 55 | 542 638 | 12| 53 | 58

10774 | 35 | 60 MP35.75 49 | 720 | 535 | 574 638 | 12| 54 | I3
10799 | 36 MP36 49 | 2399 | 53 | 536 637 | 12| 54 | 30
10824 | 36 | 20 MP36.25 49 | 4110 | 52 | 526 636 | 12| 54 | 47

10849 | 36 | 40 MP36.5 49 | 5897 | 52 | 504 636 | 12|55 | 5
10874 | 36 | 60 MP36.75 so | 1627 | 515 | 520 635 | 12|55 | 22
10899 | 37 | 00 MP37 so | 3433 | 515 | 498 634 | 12| 55 | 40
10924 | 37 | 20 MP37.25 o | 5165 | 515 | 520 633 | 12| 55 | 58

NOTES: *Loco eased to keep under 75 mph

< Even buffeted by a headwind on Shap Fell, ‘Gresley’ tears
along the 1-in-75 at Salterworth on | March. lan Dixon
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